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1. The tallest trees in Britain are 
the Douglas Fir at the 
Hermitage and another at 
Benmore, Argyllshire;  both 
are 213 ft tall. During my 
revision of the working plan 
data in 1960, I measured the 
Hermitage Douglas fir at 168 
ft.  

2. Robert Adam Moyes 1934 
photo of the banks of Tay at 
Inver.

3. Site of a short-lived 
temporary tree nursery to 
absorb excess 2+0 transplant 
seedlings.

4. A fine old house. In 1823 it 
was occupied by Mr. Ross’s  
the gardener 

CRAIGVINEAN FOREST



“I will not be afraid of death nor bane: 
till Birnam woods come to Dunsinane”

Shakespeare, MacBeth Act V, Scene III

THE HOUSE OF ATHOLL
King Duncan I crowned King of Scots on 15 August 1034 was killed at Battle of Pitgaveny, near Elgin by his cousin 
MacBeth’s army in 1040. MacBeth was crowned King at Scone Palace on 14 Aug 1040. Duncan’s son Malcolm Canmore 
defeats Macbeth at the Battle of Lumphanan in Perthshire on 27 July 1057: Malcolm III Founder of the House of Dunkeld
on the 25 April 1058. In 1065: Malcolm III marries Ingibjorg Finnsdóttir daughter of Finn Arnasson and widow of Thorfinn 
the Mighty, Viking Earl of Orkney. Their son was crowned Duncan II.  In 1070 the widowed Malcolm III marries his 
second wife Margaret, the devoutly religious Saxon princess of Dunfermline who later became St Margaret. Malcolm III
was killed at the Battle of Alnwick 13 Nov 1093. 
My green man carving is symbolic of the link between the Birnam Oak and Malcolm III (Canmore). 

The Robertson’s are descended from Malcolm on the male line.

Alexander  Roberson

The lone survivor of the ancient Birnam 
oak woods immortalized by Shakespeare.

Duncinnan Hill Fort 
(MacBeth’s Castle)



Wood Carving by Alexander Robertson

Malcolm III Canmore (Mæl Colium Cænnmore) King of Scotland, King of 
Strathclyde and Prince of Cumbria. Descended from Gróa the east Icelander



The Icelandic Origin of Malcolm III, King of Scots, King of Strathclyde, Prince of Cumbria

Thorstein "The Red" Ólafsson, son of Olaf Ingjaldsson, King of Dublin and Aud (Deep Minded) Ketilsdóttir was born 
about 868 in Dublin, Leinster, Ireland. He moved to Hvammi (Hvammur), west Iceland and married Thurida Eyvindsdóttir
about 868 where their daughter Gróa Thorsteinsdottir was born about 887 

Gróa Thorsteinsdottir married Duncan, Mormaer of Caithness was born about 871 in Caithness shire, Scotland. Their 
daughter Grelod was born in of Caithness, Scotland about 898

Þórfinn I Rollo (Brico) "Hausakliffer" Einarsson was born about 890 in the Orkney Islands, Scotland. He died after 977 and 
was buried in Burial Mound, Hoxa, Ronaldsay, Scotland. Thorfinn married Grelod Duncansdótter in 914 in of, , Orkney 
Islands, Scotland. They had 5 children Arnfinn, Havard, Hlodve, Lint and Skuli.

Hlodve Thorfinnsson 13Th Jarl Of Orkney was born about 942 in Orkney, Orkney Islands, Scotland. He died about 988 in 
Hofn, Caithness, Scotland. Hlodve married Audna Kjarvalssdótter, Princess of Ireland

Malcolm II MacKenneth King of Scotland married Hlodve Þórfinnsson’s daughter Hvarflad Hlodversdótter who was born 
about 962 in Orkney Islands, Scotland. They had a daughter Bethoc.

Bethoc MacMalcolm, Lady of Athol, known in as Scotland Beatrice) was born circa 984 at Atholl, Perthshire, Scotland. She 
married Crinan the Thane, Mormaer of Atholl, Abthane of Dule, Steward of the Western Isles & Lay Abbot of Dunkeld; killed 
by Macbeth. Their son born in 1030 became Duncan I of Scotland.

Duncan I (The Gracious) King Of Scotland was born 1001 in Atholl, Perthshire, Scotland. Duncan married Sibyl of 
Northumbria on 1030 in Scotland. He was murdered in 1040.by his cousin MacBeth, Mormaer of Moray at Pitgaveny, Elgin, 
Morayshire, Scotland. Their son Malcolm (Mæl Colium Cænnmore) was born 1034.

Malcolm III 'Caennmor', King Malcolm of Strathclyde (1058), Prince Malcolm of Cumbria King of Scotland 1058, in 1034.in 
born circa 1031.1 He married, Ingibjorg Finnsdóttir, the widow of Þorfinn Sigurðsson, Earl of Orkney and daughter of Earl
Finn Arnasson, Earl of Holland, and Bergljot Halvdansdottir (Halfdansdottir) who was a
niece of Kings of Norway Olaf Haraldsson (Saint Olaf) and Harald Sigurdsson. Malcolm
defeated MacBeth and killed Macbeth at Lumphanan in Aberdeenshire in 1057. 



Strathtay sketched in 1747 by Paul Sandby. Part of the top of Creag a Barns is the first hill 
on the right edge; and the sparsely treed slope of Craigvinean is on the left. Note the scarcity 
of trees throughout the landscape except for one large block on the right. 



Perthshire can rightfully claim to be 
the birthplace of modern Scottish Forestry. So 
much so, it known as the Big Tree Country.

In the early 17th century, Sir Duncan 
Campbell began planting up the bare slopes of 
Drummond Hill, above Kenmore on Loch Tay, 
unaware that he was setting a trend for future 
generations. 

However, between 1738 and 1830  
family  it was 2nd to 4th Dukes of Atholl that 
planted some 27 million conifers - 'for beauty 
and profit' - around Dunkeld. Their successor 
have maintained strong forestry practices ever 
since. Between

The forest of Craigvinean (Gaelic for 
'crag of the goats') was mostly planted in early 
part of the 20th century. Nevertheless it contains 
the Hermitage renowned for its giant trees and 
exceptionally beautiful woodlands planted by 
the Dukes of Atholl in mid-19th century

James Murray, 2nd Duke of Atholl



“The Duke of Athol consulted my father as to the improvements which he desired to make in his 
woodland scenery near Dunkeld. The Duke was desirous that a rocky crag, called Craigybarns, should 
be planted with trees, to relieve the grim barrenness of its appearance. But it was impossible for any 
man to climb the crag in order to set seeds or plants in the clefts of the rocks. A happy idea struck my 
father. Having observed in front of the castle a pair of small cannon used for firing salutes, it occurred 
to him to turn them to account. His object was to deposit the seeds of the various trees amongst the soil 
in the clefts of the crag. A tinsmith in the village was ordered to make a number of canisters with 
covers. The canisters were filled with all sorts of suitable tree seeds. A cannon was loaded, and the 
canisters were fired up against the high face of the rock. They burst and scattered the seed in all 
directions. Some years after, when my father revisited the place, he was delighted to find that his 
scheme of planting by artillery had proved completely successful; for the trees were flourishing 
luxuriantly in all the recesses of the cliff. This was another instance of my father's happy faculty of 
resourcefulness. “

Alexander Nasmyth (!758 - !840), the famous painter and founder 
of the ‘Scottish School of Landscape Painting” and father James a 
successful engineer, adapted a special canister to shoot seeds from 
a canon to spread them onto the barren Creag a Barns as method 
of establishing forests. Alexander’s son James, a famous engineer 
– the Jackhammer is his best known invention - wrote in his 
autobiography that:

Note: While Jame’s story may be true, one should  keep in mind that  James Naysmith’s autobibiography contains some 
outlandish embellishments. For example, see next slide on the building of Inversnaid Garrison. Perhaps some Atholl papers 
confirm that Creag a Barns was seeded by cannons. 



James Nasmyth, the engineer, claimed  that 1703 his 
grandfather Michael Nasmyth had the contract to build 
Inversnaid garrison during which he and workers were 
captured in December by RR and dragged through the snow 
which led to his ill-health and early death in 1707. 
This is untrue. The only Nasmyth connection to Inversnaid  
garrison is the much  celebrated Alexander Naysmith’s 
drawing of it around 1820. Besides, it was Smith who built the 
Inversnaid Garrison 

The true story is: that, at the court martial of Capt. 
Biggar, James Livingstone, mason testified that around 11pm 
on Aug 8th,  1718 a man knocked on the door saying he had a 
letter from Capt. James Biggar and was seized by ‘persons 
unknown’ and marched 16-18 miles to the lowlands. Sept. 
19th, 1710 Capt. Biggar was court martialed and found not 
guilty. Biggars defence was that James Smith and his the 
workers had not asked for protection and that building  site 
was too far and out of sight of the temporary garrison. 

April 1719 Barracks nearing completion, Richard 
Struckburgh commander reports to Lord Drummond that Rob 
Roy were 4 miles away with large numbers of men. Gen 
Wightman orders reinforcements and construction of palisades 
and ditches. The fort was not attacked on this occasion.

©National Library of Scotland

JAMES NASMYTH’S FICTITIOUS STORY ABOUT  HIS 
FATHER ENCOUNTER WITH ROB ROY AT INVERSNAID



1776 map of ‘The Road from Dundee to Cupar and 
Dunkeld; the Road from Dunkeld to Ambleree’  by 
George Taylor (1760-1788) and Andrew Skinner 
(1760-1788) 1776  

The clip shows a bridge across the Braan at Inver 
Inn and ford across the Tay to Dunkeld House –
Blair road with trees planted on both sides. 



John Wood’s 1823 town plan of Dunkeld shows extensive tree planting in and around 
the village and along the banks of the Tay and at the old Manse. Little Dunkeld. As the 
fine print on the maps notes, buildings without numbers are owned by the Duke of 
Athol (which is most of them) and those with numbers are not owned by the Duke. 



Many of the houses in Dunkeld were already old in 1823 and maintained in superb condition. Among 
Dunkeld’s many famous residents was Alexander Mackenzie former Prime Minister of Canada who 
succeeded another great Scot  and Canadian Prime Minister Sir John A. MacDonald. 



Inset from John Wood’s town plan of Dunkeld published in1823 shows a great deal of planting and 
gardening was been done. Where the Braan meets the Tay, a row of trees are growing on the bank. The 
inset also shows some cart roads especially where one fords the river at Inver to another road on the 
Dunkeld side. By contrast modern Ordnance Survey maps, as the clip of a 1926,1st edition lack details; 
although it does show how the Braan has been rearranged to service the waterpowered Inver Mill –
traces of which still exist.  



section from James Knox- 1850 map showing ornate patterns of tree planting being carried out along 
the Tay and extensive planting along roads and hillsides. By this time the ford at Inver was not in use, 
nor was the Braan re-routed to serve the Inver Mill. 



While toiling the new tree nursery at Inver, I would glance over and see the cottars cottage where 
the legendary the legendary Scottish violinist and composer  Neil Gow lived. Years later, I was to 
learn of yet another legend Charles MacIntosh. In the early 1990’s Charles’s name came to fore. 
He had in his possession a manuscript A Border Bagpipe Repertoire prick’d down by William 
Dixon AD 1733. In 1909, which he gave the book to Lady Dorothy Ruggles-Brise, the eldest 
daughter of the Duke of Atholl. Charles told her Ladyship that “it was no use to anyone. I'll put it 
in the fire.” Fortunately Her Ladyship retrieved it. Turns out the manuscript is the earliest known 
written music for the Northumbrian and Scottish small pipes. Incidentally, across the Tay, at 
Fungarth Steading, lives  Hamish Moore  the famous piper and pipemaker  who made my beautiful 
set of Scottish Smallpipes made of Greenwood (Lignum viteae). And, yes, I play tunes from Matt 
Seattle’s  The Master Piper: nine notes that shook the world a reproduction of Dixon’s tunes. 

Neil Gow by Raeburn Charles MacIntosh



In 1958, Head Forester Ted (E.D. Fraser transferred from Loch Ard Forest to Craigvinean Forest. He and his wife 
Ena (a teacher) lived at Ladywell in which one small room on the ground floor was the forest office. Of the I have 
worked in and studied as a worker, teacher and scientist - Craigvinean Forest and those on Atholl Estates standout 
as being the most interesting. Under Mr. Fraser’s mentorship, it was at Craigvinean I got the best and most varied 
practical experience on virtually all aspect of forestry imaginable. For a a month or so in summer of 1960 – when 
there was not such a great workload,  I got task of revising the Forest Working Plan Records (FWPR’s):. This 
involved surveying, mapping, and mensuration of every forest compartment (including compartments 71,72 & 73 
containg the famous Hermitage trees) and laying out new compartments and proposed routes for extraction and/or 
fire roads and as well as beautification measures along their route. Below is a section of one of my well-worn cloth 
maps. The records I assume still exist in the local Forestry Office. 

In those days we didn’t have aerial photos. So as a time-saving substitute,  Mr. Faser suggested I go up on a brae 
on the Atholl side of the Tay and make a rough  the tree species composition and other features. Later, on Oct 19th, 
1969. Monty Python’s Flying Circus aired running gag on the larch in ‘HOW TO IDENTIFY TREES FROM A 
LONG WAY AWAY” It starts with the absurd trial of Mr Larch and, in true Monty Python style, diverges into all 
sorts of unrelated matters before eventually returning briefley to the topic of larch when the  interviewer asks 
“Michael, do you think you know what a larch tree looks like.?” Bursting into tears “ I want to go home” Michael 
replied .“Are there any other trees that any of you think you could recognize from quite a long way away? The 
interviewer asks. 

Part of my well-
worn cloth map of 
Craigvinean Forest  
used in my 1960 
revision of the 
Forest Working 
Plan Records. 



In 1823 this was the gardener’s cottage occupied by Mr. Ross. It is where I boarded 
for a few weeks in 1960 while working at Cragvinean Forest. My room was the one 
on the top-right. 



Few visitors to Hermitage can imagine that 150-200 years ago there very few trees in the vicinity of 
the Hermitage. In fact, the the network of well-preserved stone dykes mostly on the east side of the 
Hermitage are indicative of pastures within living memory. 



Farther up the Braan from is the  Hermitage Falls surrounded by remarkable trees. During my revision of the 
forest records in 1960, I measured a Douglas fir (left) at 168 ft. In 2000 it had grown to be Britain’s tallest tree 
at 213 ft which shares the record with another Douglas fir at Benmore, Argyllshire as the tallest tree in Britain. 
In terms of sheer wood volume, other trees at the Hermitage surpassed the tallest Douglas Fir. During my 
measurements of these trees in 1960, I recall volumes upwards of 500 cu. ft. and quite a few at around 250-300 
cu. ft. For those I white-painted wood signs giving their height and volume (in both cu ft. and hoppus ft). It 
appears some of the fine trees are gone. Perhaps signs of this sort should be re-instated for the benefit of the 
public (and visiting foresters). 



A 1950’a forest working plan map with points of interest: Tallest tree in Britain  at 213ft was measured at 168ft 
in 1960; center: Robert Moyes photo - on the the right of the Tay is the grounds of Dunkled House owned by 
the Duke of Athol, on the left is the field at Inver owned by the Forestry Commissison which in 1959 was used 
as a temporary nursery, top right: the former Gardener’s house (1825) and  a boarding house in 1960; bottom 
left, a brand new Leadmore moldboard plough in the nursery in 1959; a fine forest has grown up on the former 
tree nursery site at Inver.



The Banks of the Tay at Inver (left) – the trees having been planted before 1823. 

Robert Moyes Adam’s 1934



While most of the old trees along the 
Tay in the vicinity of Inver were 
removed sometime after 1934. The 
1823 town plan show rows of trees 
between the Braan and Dunkled 
Bridge which may be old survivors  -
among them a much younger, 
magnificent Douglas Fir at Little 
Dunkeld.  The 1823 town plan also 
notes two oak as the remnants of the 
ancient Birnam Woods. 



The Cathedral grounds have many fine trees among two of the oldest European larch planted in 
1734 and Japanese larch planted 1861 from which in 1884 arose a famous and extensively planted 
spontaneous  hybrid - the Dunkel larch (Larix x eurolepis).



View of Dunkled on a dampish day, from where the Braan meets the Tay. The 
immaculately kept houses that are shown an 1825 map which identified those 
owned by the Duke of Athol and those by ‘others’.



A tree nursery at Inver 1960. This was temporary 
transplant nursery one established to absorb 
excess of tree seedlings 2+0 (possibly from 
Tulliallan nursery near Alloa). 

This was one of the first occassions when the 
newly developed  Ledmore Transplanter was 
used. The driver is unknown. A young Alexander 
(Sandy) Robertson is unhinging the Patterson 
mold boards as the transplanter ‘fills-in’ bare root 
seedlings while making neat trench for the next 
row. Barely visible is the canvas shelter where 
workers fill the boards. 

At the end of the field is the River Tay and 
beyond the grand estate of Dunkeld House and 
Craeg a Barns just visible at the top left corner. 

The tree nusrery produced only one and perhaps 
two crops of 2+2 coniferous seedlings. Shortly 
after, when the nursery closed,  the site was 
planted (probably with the nurseriy’s stock)  The 
site now bares a splended coniferous forest of 
high-grade timber and is dissected by the ‘new’ 
A9 moterway to Inverness.

Note: E.D Fraser, the Head Forester, who took this 
photo, which was used in at least one Forestry 
Commission publication, was not only a well-
respected Head Forester, but was also superb 
photographer and cinematographer (he the first 
TIMEX watch commercial for television, a first class 
car mechanic and rally enthusiast (he was a founding 
member of Ecure Eccosse).

E. D. Fraser



The old broadleaved trees on the bank in Adam’s photo were 
removed sometime after 1934. The new forest (top left) at Inver 
planted c1962 replaced the old nursery and a meadow before that.
Right: On the banks of the Tay broadleaves have naturally 
regenerated or were planted after 1960.. Top Left: The new forest on 
the site of the tree nursery planted c1962. Bottom left. The new forest 
towers above the Braan where it meets the Tay. 

On the banks of the Tay at Inver 2007The new forest Towering above the  
Braan where it meets the Tay


